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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 As we prepare for the upcoming holidays, there are so many things 
running through my mind. It truly has been a whirlwind since I started 
here on October 14th! Now, a month later, I have had the chance to take a 
step back, catch my breath (a little) and take stock of what a wonderful 
opportunity I have been given to be a Mariposa Monarch. I am most 
thankful for the warmth and kindness with which all of you have received 
me. Even though it has been just a short while that we’ve known one 
another, please know that I am truly thankful to be part of the “Mariposa 
Community!” 
 
 Working with School Leadership we have been evaluating how the 
Pandemic has impacted student social emotional learning and self-
regulation.  We are looking at our school wide positive behavior strategies 
and how we can support positive student choices. I want to invite you to 
join me on Friday, Dec. 3rd at 8:15AM for Pastry with the Principal and 
share a cup of coffee and a treat with Mariposa School Counselor Jackie 
Land and myself as we share out the process and data we are using to 
drive decision making for this important effort.  
 
 The “Great CAL Shakeout” was very impactful and helped us to 
evaluate our preparedness in an emergency.  Working with our Safety 
Committee we have reviewed what emergency preparedness items we 
currently have and what we need.  On page 14 of this newsletter, you will 
find a list of items we need. We always welcome donations and thank you 
in advance for anything you can contribute.  
 
 As we go into the holidays and the new year, I encourage each of 
you to take some time and reflect on those things that fill your heart 
with gratitude. It can be easy to focus on what we don’t have or on what 
is wrong in our lives. However, shifting our focus to an attitude of 
gratitude for the little and big things, can powerfully transform our lives 
in more ways than one.  
  
 I hope that each of you has ample opportunity over the break to 
spend time with those you love the most. I wish each of you a restful, 
relaxing break and hope that you have lots of fun making new memories! 
  

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.” 

—Oprah Winfrey 
  
 Sincerely, 
 Laraissa Gill 

Principal, Laraissa Gill 

Office Manager, Mary Ambriz 

School Clerk, Lori Holley 

PTA President,  
Yvette Garcia 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Every Friday: wear your 

Mariposa Spirit shirt! 

 

Friday, Dec. 3rd: 8:15AM: 

Pastry with the Principal 

and 5pm-8pm PTA 

“Elves” movie night 

 

Friday, Dec. 10th: 7:30am 

Garden Club 

 

Wed., Dec. 15th: 6PM Win-

ter Concert & Reflections 

Gallery 

 

Fri., Dec. 17th: Pajama 

Dress Up Day 

 

Monday, January 10th: 

School Resumes 

 

Wed., Jan. 12th: 1PM PTA 

Meeting 

 

Wed., Jan. 19th: 2:15PM 

School Site Council Mtg.  

 

Fri., Jan. 21st: Garden 

Club 

 

Tues., Jan.25th: Minimum 

Day 

 

Fri., Jan. 28th: Future Ca-

reer Dress Up Day 
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FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT 

Yvette Garcia 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS! 
 

 
Wed., 1/12/22: 

1PM 
PTA Mtg.  

 
Wed.,02/9/22 

1PM 
PTA Mtg. 

 
Wed., 3/9/22 

1PM 
PTA Mtg. 

 
Wed., 4/13/22 

1PM  
PTA Mtg. 

 
Thurs., 5/12/22 

1PM 
PTA Mtg.  

Hello Mariposa families and friends!   
 
        December is upon us and the holiday season is here. In just three 
weeks our children will be on their winter break! This is such a special time of 
the year when our students enjoy the festive parties, the Winter Choral Per-
formance,  and Reflections Showcase. My family is looking forward to spend-
ing time with our loved ones as well as enjoying our holiday traditions!  
           
        November proved to be another busy month for our hard working volun-
teers! We had an incredible opportunity to have our Halloween candy bought 
back from Little Smiles Pediatric Dentistry. Our school donated 626.5lbs. of 
candy. Thank you to Teresa Jimenez  for organizing this and Jen Patuszyn-
ski for helping count and getting the candy to the dentistry. Great job ladies! 
        
       Our Wee Share Program was equally as successful in collecting food 
items for the Redlands Family Service. Thank you to Jackie Land and the 
Friendly Helpers for arriving at school early to collect these items. We col-
lected 352.8 lbs of food.  
      
         There are many people who work behind the scenes to make things 
happen in our organization every day. One of these amazing people is Chan-
drasekar Venkatraman. CV is our treasurer and being treasurer is a huge 
job. He volunteers lots of time counting money, keeping track of the 
PTA  bills, and creating our monthly reports. I personally am very grateful for 
all that he does for our PTA and rely on him greatly.  
      
        I would also like to thank our recording secretary Kelly Hopkins for tak-
ing minutes at all of our meetings, typing them up and presenting them to our 
board for approval. Cass Hawkins, our financial secretary, deposits money 
for us and prepares a monthly financial report. Kristy Walker, our parliamen-
tarian, assures that our meetings are run according to the bylaws. Debra 
Gervais is our auditor, she finalizes our books pre tax submission.. We ap-
preciate all of you giving so much of your time and energy! 
 
        Cass Hawkins is in charge of setting up assemblies for our students 
this year. This is such an important job! This month on the 1st Cass has set 
up a “BMX Freestyle Team” Which the kids always look forward to. Thank 
you so much Cass. 
          
          Please make a note in your calendars that our PTA  Association meet-
ings have been moved from the 2nd Wednesday of the month to the first 
Wednesday of the month due to association meetings needing to be at least 
14 days after executive board meetings.  Next Associate meeting will be held 
December 1st at 1pm. Everybody is always welcome to our meetings.  
 
         From my family to yours, wishing you and your family happy holidays 
and a peaceful New Year!  
 
Warm Regards, 
Yvette Garcia 
Garciafamily6.yg@gmail.com 
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All Things Face by Felicia  

America Girl 

Aquarium of the Pacific 

Bare Hands Craft Studio 

Big Five Sporting Goods 

Bricks and Birch  

Cameron Buckley, Redlands Country Club 

Carolyn’s Café  

CB Salon 

Club Pilates 

Dave & Busters 

Dutch Bros. Coffee 

Emerson Fine Jewelry  

Empire Bowl 

Fiesta Village 

Freeman Termite and Pest Control  

Gourmet Pizza Shoppe  

Guided Discoveries: Astrocamp 

Home Depot 

In-N-Out 

Inspirations Dance Studio 

Inspirato 

International Day Spa  

Irvine Regional Park 

Jacks Toy Store 

Jamie Zantua, Redlands Country Club 

KWB Wealth  

La Volata Pizzeria  

Laugh Factory Hollywood  

  THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all our families and businesses for donating items to the Silent Auction. In addition, thank you to all that participated 

in bidding on baskets. A big thank you to all the teachers and staff who donated their time for special treats with our students and 

thank you to our school and Mrs. Gill for donating school items. Finally, a huge thank you to all the parents/ grandparents who 

volunteered to collect items, assemble classroom baskets, decorate game booths, set up Pirate’s Cove, distribute tickets, contrib-

ute to bake sale, and work food court. This is one of our school’s biggest evets and we could not do it without all our great support 

so again thank you. The Fall Festival, Silent Auction, bake sale, and raffle were a great success bringing in $21,307.00. We couldn’t 

have done it without all of you, thank you again.  
Lazer Legacy 

Leanna Joan Yoga Studio 

Little Smiles Pediatric and Adult Orthodontics and Den-
tistry  

LOL Kids Club 

Lot 22 

Look Cinemas  

Luxury Nails  

Marjorie Lewis Remax Advantage 

Matt’s Car Wash  

Milk and Honey Redlands  

Mission Patio Fontana  

Museum of Making Music 

Nicho’s Ice Cream 

OC Parks 

Ontario Reign 

Paulson Orthodontics   

Pinkberry Yogurt 

Principle  

PRP Wine 

Queens Jewelers  

Redlands Country Club 

Redlands Optometry Group  

REI 

Round Table Pizza 

Ryan Prior, Redlands Country Club 

San Diego Zoo and Safari Park 

Shakey’s Pizza 

Studio of Esthetics Xtreme Lashes 

Sweet Rolled Tacos  
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 The Chea Family 

The Collective Redlands  

The Cocuaco Family 

The Curtis Family 

The Danji Family 

The Frugal Frigate  

The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Garden 

The Laugh Factory Hollywood 

The Treatment Skin Boutique 

Theron’s Frozen Custard 

USS Midway Museum  

 

Thank you to all that participated in donating and bidding at the 2021 Fall Festival Silent Auction.  A big thank you to all of 
the teachers and staff who donated their time for special treats with our students.  Finally, a huge thank you to all the 

parents/ grandparents who volunteered to collect items and put together the classroom baskets. 
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Mariposa Yearbooks are on sale!  
Yearbooks will ONLY be sold on-line. 

Buy your yearbook at: www.treering.com/validate 

Enter Mariposa’s code: 

1014949609562781 

Questions???: Email Alecia Miller at                          

mariposayearbook@hotmail.com 

We want your photos in the yearbook! Please email your pictures to mariposayear-
book@hotmail.com 

Elves' Movie 
Night 

Friday, Dec. 

A Christmas Dream Come True! 

Let Mariposa PTA entertain your student(s)  

while you have 3 hours to do your holiday shopping! 

• 3 hours 

• Pizza 

• Movie 

• Candy may be purchased for an additional fee 

• TK and older 

• $50 for first child; $25 for second child; $10 for third child. 

• Space limited– sign up in the school office  

• Cash (exact change)  or checks made out to Mariposa PTA 
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 JOIN US AS WE MAKE  

MARIPOSA EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL! 

 

DEC. 10TH 

JAN. 21ST 

FEB. 18TH 

MARCH. 11TH 

APRIL 15TH 

MAY 13TH 

 

Questions?  

Ask Garden Club Coordinator, 
Mrs. Liess at  

tandi_liess@redlands.k12.ca.us 

 

 

ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK (OSOB) 

 This December Mariposa is kicking off the first of two “One School, One 

Book” Events with the Newbery Award winning book, “Mr. Popper’s Penguins” by 

Richard and Florence Atwater, illustrated by Robert Lawson.  Through the gener-

osity of Mariposa PTA every student will take home their own copy of the book 

on Friday, Dec. 17th.  The book is theirs to keep. 

 According to  Sam Northern, ED.D.,  “One of the best ways to engage stu-

dents with books is by making reading a social experience. If you are looking to 

increase students’ interaction with books and promote the joys of literacy to a 

school/community-wide audience, the One School, One Book (OSOB) model may 

be your answer.” 

 Mr. Popper’s Penguins is a classic! If you don’t know the story, it was hard enough for Mr. Popper to 

support himself, Mrs. Popper, Bill, and Janie Popper. The addition of 12 penguins to the family made it im-

possible to make ends meet. Then Mr. Popper had a splendid idea--the talented penguins would be a sen-

sation on the stage. And so they were.... A classic of American humor, this story of a gentle house painter 

and his high-stepping penguins has delighted children for generations.  

 Starting December 6th chapters read by our own Mariposa staff will be available on our web site 

and the wonderful 5th Grade Friendly Helpers will be reading a few chapters of the book every day to our 

Primary grades.  Intermediate grade teachers will have students read the book as well and various activities 

are planned.   

 We are excited to provide this opportunity and sincerely thank Mariposa PTA! 
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 Mental Health Activities You Can Do with Your Children  
 

 For some children, this is an especially stressful, traumatic, and confusing time that has created strong emo-
tions. Many children react on what they see from adults around them. Parents can create calm, safe spaces for chil-
dren to express their feelings by incorporating meaningful activities into daily life. These activities can help you and 
your child reap many benefits of improved mental and emotional well-being.  
 
1. Take Time to Articulate Feelings  

 Learning to express feelings helps children build self-awareness and regulate their emotions. Not 
only does this mean they’ll be better able to communicate their feelings, but they’ll be more likely to ap-
proach them from a rational perspective.  
 Often, when children are feeling challenged, they may lack the ability to communicate how an event 
or action has impacted them. This limitation can lead to tantrums, outburst, and lashing out.  
After a stressful event, help your kids identify and explain how they’re feeling, so they can learn to process 
big emotions with words rather than lashing out.  
 

2. Worry Box  
 Kids can feel as if they’re controlled by their anxious thoughts and feel helpless in stopping them. 
Parents feel frustrated that they don’t have enough time in their day to address their child’s con-
cerns. Your child can decorate a box, write their worry on a piece of paper and place it in the box to be ad-
dressed at a later time. It gives kids a sense of control over their anxiety and parents can set aside a certain 
time of day to talk to kids about their fears. When they no longer feel as though they need to address a cer-
tain worry that’s in the box, the piece of paper can be ripped up and thrown in the trash, which is a thera-
peutic activity in itself.  
 

3. Stress Ball  
 Stress balls are a true fan favorite. Fill a balloon with flour or rice using a small funnel. Tie the end 
and make sure to double wrap it into another balloon for extra security. Stress balls make for a great fidget 
for nervous kids and serve as a great distraction when faced with a difficult situation.  
 

4. Deep Breathing  
 Kids can calm themselves down in a stressful moment using deep breathing. Ask the child to cup 
their hands, as if they were holding a bowl of soup. They breathe in through their nose to smell the soup 
and blow out through their mouth to cool the hot soup. Five deep breaths will calm their nervous system 
and give them a sense of peace.  
 

5. Nurture Hobbies and Interests  
 Children develop important goal-setting and confidence in the pursuit of a hobby, sport, or other 
interest. It also keeps their mind active and curious, along with providing a significant boost to their self-
worth. Encourage your kids to experiment with recreational activities until they find what they enjoy.  
 
 

Jackie Land 
Mariposa Elementary School Counselor 
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 MARIPOSA RUN CLUB NEWS 
 

 

Mt Sac 
 Mariposa’s Running Monarchs were amazing at the Mt Sac Cross Country Invitational this year.  Our 
school had 50 3rd, 4th and 5th grade runners participate. Our 5th grade teams ran a tough 1.2-mile course and 
our 3rd and 4th graders conquered 0.8 miles all on dirt trails.  The 5th grade boys’ and girls’ teams both brought 
home a 1st place team finish.  This year Mt Sac combined 3rd and 4th grade for their race and therefore team 
competition.   Those teams placed 3rd for our boys’ team and 1st for our girls’ team.   

 We also had some fantastic individual results.  We had 16 runners who finished in the top 15 for their 
race.  We even had a first-place finish from Mae Paxman, and she took home the coveted Mt Sac cow bell.  

 We will be honoring all of our Mt Sac runners in December at our winter Run Club awards assembly.  
That day they will receive their medals and get their well-deserved recognition.  Just a few days later they will 
also be rewarded with their Mt Sac extra recess, so they can have a little fun with their teammates.  Parents 
please keep an eye out for the dates so you can come clap and cheer for our athletes.  

 

Fresh Air Challenge 
 New this year, our Mariposa Run Club will be partnering with the Redlands Conservancy in their Fresh 
Air Challenge. This challenge provides a way to get healthy after the holidays and challenges our city to log a 
million miles of fitness in the month of January.  This year they have created a School Challenge and the school 
that logs the most miles will win the challenge and be awarded an ice cream party.   

 As part of this challenge, your run club coordinators will be arranging a weekend hiking day for students 
and their families.  This will introduce everyone to some of the newer trails that the conservancy has created 
and will count towards Run Club miles as well.  Look out for more on that event once school starts again in Janu-
ary.  

 In the meantime, please check out their website and sign up for our team MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY.    
https://redlandsconservancy.org/challenge-2022/ 

 Registration opened on November 15th and students/children are free.  Adults may register for $40 per 
person and their registration will include a free t-shirt.  There will be a kickoff event downtown on January 2nd 
at Ed Hales Park complete with food, refreshments and entertainment.  Help us support this great cause that 
has created and maintains so many amazing trails for us to explore around Redlands.  

Congratulations to our outstanding 
runners at Mr. Sac...3rd/4th Boys 
team came in 3rd overall, 3rd/4th girls; 5th boys and 5th girls 
teams all came in FIRST PLACE overall AND 4th grader Mae P. 
was awarded the coveted “Mt. Sac. Cow Bell” for her first place 
finish!  Way to go, Monarchs! 

https://redlandsconservancy.org/challenge-2022/
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Item need 

Pocket Knife 1 

Sledge Hammer 5-8 lb. 1 

Axes 1 

Bandage, triangular - 36 x 40 x 55 inch 22 

Saline: 1 tsp. per quart sterile water = 
normal saline 3 

Antibiotic solution (betadyne) 4 

Ipecac 4 

Dressings - 2x2’ssterile 4 

Dressings -  3x3’s  sterile 4 

Dressings - 5x9’s s sterile 1 

Disinfectant - hand washing 4 

Water purification tablets  2 

Towelettes - moist 15 

Tweezers - large 7 

Tylenol- caplets child  6 

Basin, emesis - disposable 10 

Dressings - Vaseline gauze 3x36 inch 
sterile 2 

Utility Shutoff Tools 1 

Tylenol (15 grains) adult 2 

Alcohol prep (100 count) 2 

Pack - hot Temp-aid case 

Thermometer - oral - Tempa-dot, dis-
posable 4 

Plastic buckets - 5 gallon 4 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS NEEDS 
If you can help by donating any of these items?  If yes, please reach out to Ms. Mary at 

mary_ambriz@redlands.k12.ca.us 

Item need 

Blood pressure cuff with manome-
ter 

6 

conforming bandage of several 
widths - 2 inch 

8 

conforming bandage of several 
widths - 3 inch 

8 

conforming bandage of several 
widths - 4 inch 

8 

conforming bandage of several 
widths - 6 inch 

8 

Pry Bars 36 and 66 Inches Long 1 

Cervical collar - medium  4 

Table 4 

Blankets - space or disposable 62 

Tylenol- liquid child 2 

Aromatic spirits of ammonia (10 
count) 

4 

Pitcher or jar with cover - 3 

Dressings -8x10’s sterile 4 

Burn sheets - sterile, disposable 2 

Dressings - eye pad, oval sterile 10 

THANK YOU!  
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 WINTER CHORAL CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 

6PM 

  Please join us for a new twist on the traditional Mariposa Winter Choral Con-

cert as we proudly present our Mariposa Choir….outside!  Dress warmly and bring your 

spirit of adventure as we enjoy the festive holiday music presented by these outstanding 

voices.  Mrs. Williams and Ms. Scanlon, our choir directors, are excited and can’t wait for 

you to kick off your holiday season with beautiful music, hot chocolate and community. 

 

PTA REFLECTIONS GALLERY 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 

6PM 

 Please join us as we celebrate our Mariposa PTA Reflections Entries from 

the various categories. All are welcome to walk through the gallery and view 

these great student projects . 
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 December 2021 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
Wednes-

day 
Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

Wear your spirit wear every 

Friday! 

  

1 
9am and 

10:20am 

PTA BMX 

Assembly 

2:15PM 

SSC 

  

  

  

2 

12 Friendly 

Helper Mtg. 

  

3 8:15AM 

Pastry with 

the Principal 

 

5PM-8PM 

Elves Movie 

Night 

  

4 

  

  

5 

  

  

6 

  

  

7 

2:10-3:15pm 

“Art on the 

Move” 

  

8 

  

  

9 

  

  

10 

7:30AM:  

Garden 

Club 

  

  

11 

  

  

12 

  

  

13 

6:30PM;    

Orchestra 

concert at 

RHS 

  

14 

  

  

15 

6PM: Winter 

Concert, 

Reflections 

Gallery and 

PTA Assoc. 

Meeting 

  

  

16 

  

  

17 

Pajama Spirit 

Dress Up Day 

  

18 

  

  

19 

  

  

20 

  

  

 

21 

  

  

22 

  

  

23 

  

  

24 

  

  

25 

  
Christmas 

26 

  

  

27 

  

  

 

28 

  

  

29 

  

  

30 

  

  

31 

  

  

  

  

  
WINTER BREAK 

WINTER BREAK 

https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php
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January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

Wear your spirit wear    

every Friday! 

                

1 

New Year’s 

Day     

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

             

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  
 School     

resumes 

7:30AM: Run 

Club 

 

2:10-3:15pm 

“Art on the 

Move” 

 

  

1PM: PTA 

Mtg. 

7:30AM: Run 

Club 

12PM  

Friendly 

Helper Mtg.  
 

    

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

  

ML King’s Day 

  

7:30AM: Run 

Club 

 

2:10-3:15PM: 

“Art on the 

Move” 

  

2:15PM 

School Site 

Council 

Mtg. 

7:30AM: Run 

Club 

  

7:30AM   

Garden 

Club 
  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

    
7:30AM: Run 

Club 

  

10:30am Fire 

          Drill  

7:30AM: Run 

Club 

  

Spirit Dress 

Up  Day- 

Future       

Career 

  

30 31           

  
2:15PM Safe-

ty Mtg. 
          

WINTER BREAK 

https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/new-years-day.php
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/new-years-day.php
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day.php

